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Paradise Approaches

1. Ingraham Glacier/ 10. Kautz Glacier
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2, Gibraltar Ledges 12. Kautz Cleaver
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4. Nisqually Ice Cliff
. Nisqually Cleaver
Nisqually Icefall

7. Fuhrer Finger
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9. Wilson Headwall
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2. Ingraham Glacier Direct
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4. Nisqually Icefall
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1. Emmons Glacier Variation
2. Disappointment Cleaver
3. Ingraham Direct

4. Cadaver Gap Variation

5. Gibralter Ledges

Disappointment Cleaver
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PARADISE APPROACHES

Thirteen climbing routes encompass most of Mount Rainier’s south side and
can all be accessed from the Paradise area.
These climbs are categorized by proximity to Camp Muir, Wapowety Cleaver,

or the Kautz Glacier area.
Camp Muir routes _'/.’(éﬂ }K%' ﬁ’) i )
Ingraham Glacier Direct
@ Disappointment Cleaver 6ﬁ “A% ha))
Gibraltar Ledges (Gib Ledges)) w h'{
( Gibraltar Chute (Gib Chute)
Nisqually Ice Cliff

Nisqually Cleaver
Nisqually Icefall

Wapowety Cleaver routes
Fuhrer Finger

Fuhrer Thumb

Wilson Glacier Headwall

Kautz routes
Kautz Glacier
Kautz Headwall
Kautz Cleaver

Paradise is the major destination for most visitors coming to Mount Rainier
National Park. There you'll find the Henry M. Jackson Visitor Center (the large,
distinctive round building), the Paradise Ranger Station, the Climbing Infor-
mation Cente.r, and Paradise Inn. Register and secure your climbing permit at
the Climbing Information Center, located in the historic Guide House across
from the inn at the upper end of the parking lot. If the center is closed and
the Jackson Visitor Center is open, get your permit there; it's .25 mile back
down the road.
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CAMP MUIR ROUTES
Seven climbing routes are best accessed from Camp Muir and the upper Muir
Snowfield. Camp Muir has Rainier’s shortest high-camp approach, and the
climb from Paradise to Muir is one of the most popular in the par}?Most par-
ties take 4 to 8 hours to climb the 4,500 feet of elevation gain to Muir. Even the
lower part of the route is often cavem till mid-June, but the trail to
Pebble Creek at 7,200 feet melts out by midsummer. Near the start of the trail,
climbers pass through Paradise Meadows, one of the park’s most popular visi-
tor attractions. Expect hundreds of day hikers and sightseers in summer.
Getting to Camp Muir: From the Paradise upper parking lot (5,420 feet),
take the Skyline Trail 1.5 miles to Panorama Point (6,900 feet). In summer, fol-
low the trail to Pebble Creek (7,200 feet), where Muir Snowfield begins. When
this section is heavily snow-covered, continue along the broad ridge above Pan-
orama Point, staying west of McClure Rock (7,385 feet) to Muir Snowfield.
Once on Muir Snowfield, ascend north-northwest to Camp Muir at 10,080
feet. Along the way, climbers get dramatic views of Mount Adams, Mount St.
Helens, Mount Hood, and sometimes even Mount Jefferson in central Oregon.
The snowfield occasionally gets small crevasses in late summer, and the terrain
is deceiving and difficult to navigate without the aid of a compass during storms
and whiteouts. w that includes compass bearings between Paradise and
Camp Muir is available from the Park Service; you can ask for one when you
_get your P}rmj = 2
Camp Muir has a ranger hut, guide/cook shack, client hut, outhouses, a
public shelter, a ent camping areas g - lter. The shelter building can
accommodatd thirty glimbers overnight. An emergency radio is kept inside. The
“shelter is open year-round, but during the winter and spring the door is fre-
quently blocked with spindrift snow that accumulates after storms, and climb-
ers should then expect to dig for an hour to get in.

Ingraham Glacier Direct

and Fﬁappnintment Cleaver
These routes, the most popular on Mount Rainier, see more than six thousand
climbers attempting the summit every year. These mountaineering classics be-
gin where teams leave Camp Muir and cross the Cowlitz Glacier to Cathedral
Rocks, a volcanic rock ridge, and then move onto the Ingraham Glacier. The route
offers great views of Little Tahoma and Gibraltar Rock as teams ascend the steeper
sections of the Ingraham Glacier or Disappointment Cleaver to access the uppert
mountain. The final push onto the upper Ingraham and Emmons Glaciers leaves
the smaller peaks of the Cascade Mountains behind as Glacier Peak and Mount
Stuart in the north come into view and the crater rim and summit are reached.
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Although these routes are rewarding to climb, their popularity leads to
heavy use and crowds. Do not expect a wilderness experience. There will be
other climbers, and possibly even lines, at tight locations along the route.

R M 1. Rainier Mountaineering, Inc. leads more than three thousand climbers up the

DC—Disappointment Cleaver—every year. The guides do an excellent job
ensuring that the route remains climbable throughout the summer—digging
out the route, fixing hundreds of feet of rope, and sometimes even carrying
ladders high onto the mountain to bridge small crevasses. Teams that leave
Camp Muir late and fall behind a guided team should not become frustrated.
Consider the route and its popularity, and enjoy the view.

ELEVATION GAIN * 9,000 feet from Paradise to Columbia Crest.
WHAT TO EXPECT « Rockfall and icefall hazards; 35- to 45-degree snow and
ice slopes. Grade Il.

H l.g’l'\ Cﬂt Md? TIME « 2 to 3 days; 6 to 8 hours from high camp to summit, 3
L 6yt wmm 1’"‘ _to 4 hours for descent to high camp.
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SEASON * May through September.
m FIRST ASCENT -mertain; possibly Allison L. Brown and six or seven
Yakama Indians in 1885 or 1886.
HIGH CAMP * Camp Muir (10,080 feet) or Ingraham Flats (11,100 feet).

From Camp Muir, traverse the Cowlitz Glacier to Cathedral Gap (10,640 feet)
and continue left along scree, frozen rock, and ice (snow-covered in early sea-
son) to Ingraham Glacier and to Ingraham Flats at 11,100 feet. The Ingraham
Flats glacier camp enjoys dramatic summer sunrises and is a great high camp
for teams wanting a shorter summit day. Climbers must use the blue bag dis-
posal system at Ingraham Flats,

An option for the route from Camp Muir to Ingraham Flats is to climb
through the higher pass in Cathedral Rocks called Cadaver Gap. From Camp
Muir, ascend north-northwest up the Cowlitz Glacier, skirting the bergschrund
to the 11,250 foot gap, arriving just above Ingraham Flats. This variation has a
reputation f@?ﬁlﬁﬁc]@ and is a bit steeper than going over Cathedral Gap,

but some climbers prefer it for its directness.

From Ingraham Flats, there are two principal routes: the Ingraham Glacier
Direct and Disappointment Cleaver.

In the early season, most climbers prefer the Ingraham Direct route because
it is shorter and is less exposed to 'iﬁf.a'l*alrlches than the entrance and nose of Dis-
appointment Cleaver. From Ingraham Flats, ascend westerly to the Ingraham Ice-
fall. Move rapidly in the lower section of the icefall to avoid falling blocks, which
occasionally cut loose and sweep parts of the route. Once in the icefall, continue
up 25- to 30-degree slopes as you weave around crevasses and seracs to connect
with the top of Disappointment Cleaver (12,250 feet). Occasionally, parties will
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climb to the left, or southerly, side of the glacier and connect with the top of
Gibraltar Rock (12,600 feet), ascending slopes as steep as 50 degrees.

The Disappointment Cleaver route becomes more popular in June and July
as the Ingraham Direct melts out and crevasse navigation becomes Dﬁﬁ

atic.From Ingraham Flats, head westerly to gain the cleaver on a ledge system
ﬁ? of crumbling rock 300 feet above the Flats, Move quickly and watch for icefall

=

from seracs on the Ingraham Glacier while accessing the lower cleaver, Once
on the cleaver, be extra conscious of other parties. This is a bad area for passing

other rope teams, and it is noted for its high rogkfall potential. The boots and
ropes of other climbers loosen rocks, as do the warmer temperatures later in
the day. The lower section of the cleaver is steep—30 to 45 degrees—and
switchbacks up rock or southerly exposed snow slopes as it climbs to gentler
terrain. Eventually the route reaches the top of the cleaver at 12,250 feet, a good
rest spot. Another summit variation passes below the Disappointment Cleaver,
and climbers ascend the Emmons Glacier instead. It is a bit longer; some teams
prefer this variation over Disappointment Cleaver or Ingraham Glacier Direct
because they wish to navigate their own glacier route to the summit,

The Ingraham Direct and Disappointment Cleaver routes join here at the
top of the cleaver. Ascend the Ingraham and Emmons Glaciers to the summit
on 25- to 30-degree slopes, negotiating crevasses and unstable snow bridges
along the way. Climbers who choose to ascend from Ingraham Flats to the top
of Gibraltar Rock will find similar conditions on the way to the summit. The
routes reach the crater rim_at 14,150 feet. From there it’s abouf g 20-minute
walk to Columbia Crest, the true summit, at 14,410 feet.

Descent: Descend the route you climbed. Move quickly in dangerous areas,
and plan rest breaks for safe locations. The late-morning and afternoon heat
weakens snow bridges and greatly intensifies rockfall hazard.
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